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STILL STACKING UP
BOOKS AFTER 50 YEARS!
Details on page 10

In a nod to the 150th anniversary
of Confederation, the Town
celebrated Earth Day this year
by distributing 150 herb growing
kits to as many residents.

A new project to improve school facilities is underway, focusing on
creating new outdoor spaces and playgrounds near Saint-Clément Est
and Saint-Clément Ouest elementary schools. The project is a
cooperative effort between the Town of Mount Royal and the
Commission scolaire Marguerite-Bourgeoys.

CONTENTS

03 MAYOR’S MESSAGE
04 TOWN NEWS

ERIN KENNEDY’S MESSAGE
DANIEL ROBERT’S MESSAGE
MEDICAL IDENTIFICATION BOOKLET
REVIEW OF URBAN PLANNING
BY-LAWS
TOWN MANAGER’S MESSAGE

TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL INFO Vol. 3 No. 12
PRODUCTION Public affairs and Clerk’s Office
COORDINATION Mélissa Archambault
WRITERS Charles Cyr, Mélissa Archambault
COLLABORATORS Ava Couch, Jan Lauer, Stéphanie Smith,
Denis Chouinard, Marie-Claude Parent, Andrée de Sève,
Olivia Marleau, Alain Côté, councillors Erin Kennedy and
Daniel Robert and mayor Philippe Roy

06 COMMUNITY

REVISION AND TRANSLATION Craig Schweickert, Textualis
PHOTOS Mélissa Archambault, Bénédicte Brocard,
Alain Côté, Nathalie Guimond, TRAM
GRAPHIC DESIGN Julie Joannette,
PHANEUF DESIGN GRAPHIQUE
PRINTER Deschamps Impression
Legal deposit Bibliothèque Nationale du Québec,
ISSN 1481-7772
TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL INFO is distributed free
of charge to all Mount Royal homes and businesses
by Canada Post. Printed with environment-friendly ink
on FSC-certified eco-responsible paper.

A SMOKE-FREE TOWN
BON FOOD, BAD FOOD
SUMMER ACTIVITIES
PROJET NUMÉRO
NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
THE ANNUAL TOWNIES OF NOTE
MERIT AWARDS ARE BACK

08 CULTURE

NEW CULTURAL POLICY
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Fussball games, pool tournaments and floor hockey
matches were part of the fun at a friendly meetup
between Town youth and officers from neighbourhood
police station 24 on March 17.

10 LIBRARY
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A WORD MURAL
CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
JUNE 17TH ACTIVITIES

12 ARTMONTROYAL (TRAM)
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
From May 23 to September 1st, 2017

ALL MUNICIPAL OFFICES:
From 8:00 to 16:30, Monday to Thursday
From 8:00 to 13:00 on Friday
Town Shops - Administrative offices:
From 8:00 to 16:30, Monday to Thursday
From 8:00 to 13:00 on Friday
Recreation Centre - Registration office:
From 8:00 to 16:15, Monday to Thursday
From 8:00 to 12:45 on Friday
Library:
Monday to Thursday from 10:00 to 21:00
Friday from 10:00 to 18:00,
Saturday from 10:00 to 17:00
Sunday from 12:00 to 17:00

Emergency Kit

The library will be closed on June 24,
July 1 and on September 4. The opening
hours on June 26 and July 3, will be
from 10:00 to 17:00.
In case of emergency after office hours,
please contact the Mount Royal Public
Security, at 514 734-4666.
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REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
MOUNT ROYAL TOWN COUNCIL

2017 CALENDAR
The Town of Mount Royal Council Meeting is usually held each month
on a Monday. The meetings take place at 19:00, at Town Hall,

90 Roosevelt Avenue.
Past Council meetings can be listened to online. Recorded in audio
format, the meetings are posted on the Town’s YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/user/youtown001.
June 12

July 17

August 21

October 2

November 20

December 11

September 18

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
As in other Quebec municipalities, a general municipal election will be held in
Town of Mount Royal on November 5, 2017. Advanced voting will be on Sunday,
October 29, 2017, from 12:00 to 20:00. Additional details will be provided in the
weeks leading up to the election.

Mayor’s message

CULTURE IS ALIVE AND WELL
IN MOUNT ROYAL
I mentioned it in passing in these pages last fall and the day is almost
here: following a series of consultations, Town of Mount Royal’s new
cultural policy will be released a mere few weeks from now. It is an
important milestone for the Town. What’s more, the publication of
this document will be accompanied by several other cultural initiatives
in the space of a few days.
More specifically, the launch of our new cultural policy will coincide
with the 50th anniversary of the Reginald J. P. Dawson Library, a
cultural showcase in our Town. We could hardly do better than to
combine the two events, which are naturally complementary: just as
the cultural policy seeks to encourage local talent and raise its profile,
so the library contributes to the same goal all year round.
We learned much from the consultations on culture held last
spring, both in person and online. Almost all the local organizations
specializing in culture took time to discuss the main issues with us, as
did many residents. It was an opportunity to reflect on the exhibitions
and shows that enliven our community, among other things, as well
as the various resources available for such productions. It was also a
chance to think about the Town’s cultural heritage—our urban forest
and architecture, for example—which forges our collective identity.
Representatives from ArtMontRoyal (TRAM) were present, of course,
as were the Arsenal à musique, the New Horizons workshop and
Pierre-Laporte High School with its exceptional music major program.
Many good ideas were shared and, while they sometimes reflected
very different points of view, the take-away is that developing a new
cultural policy was made much easier by pooling all these enlightened
and enlightening views.

In other developments, on May 31, the Townschool Council, made
up of students from Carlyle and Dunrae Gardens schools and the
Académie Saint-Clément, will publish the very first catalogue of the
Town’s collection of art works. The young councillors collaborated on
the project and an excellent job was done. This new look at the Town’s
collection is wholly commendable. Be sure to get a copy for yourself:
we are distributing them free of charge. Also, by collecting new sheets
to be published as new acquisitions are made, the catalogue will
remain up-to-date for many years to come.
Lastly, Mount Royal sculptor Megerditch Tarakdjian will also be on
hand to make May 31 an even more spectacular date. In an admirable
gesture, the artist has decided to donate to the Town a magnificent
sculpture titled The Reader. Soon to be installed outdoors near the
library entrance, the sculpture will be officially unveiled as part of
the 50th anniversary celebrations and will thereafter welcome library
members whenever they visit. It is yet another step, and not the
smallest, that the Town is taking to make room for public art.
I offer you my wishes for a splendid, culture-filled summer. And
don’t miss treating your ears to our series of Mount Royal Celebrates
concerts starting in July, as is the case every summer. See you there!

Philippe Roy, Mayor
philippe.roy@town.mount-royal.qc.ca
@PhilippeRoy_VMR
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URBAN PLANNING
AND THE CCU
The journey that began several years
ago with Council’s desire to update
the Town’s urban planning by-laws has
almost reached its end! The process
included dialogue with the community
through two years of online surveys,
focus groups, public consultations
and individual feedback. The result?
We now have a fully revised and
adjusted set of by-laws. They clarify
and synthesize information while also addressing many
of the common concerns expressed by residents and by
members of the Planning Advisory Committee (CCU).
The revised by-laws include new provisions to reduce the
impact of large-scale renovations and construction (such as
set-back and height constraints) and to promote green space
conservation and construction site maintenance.

On behalf of the Council, I want to thank our residents,
consultants and staff members who dedicated a great
deal of time and attention to the process. But we’re not
done yet! The Site Planning and Architectural Integration
Program (PIIA) will be revised to address concerns raised by
residents, Council and CCU members. Stay tuned for details.
As you may recall, the feedback we received through
public consultations also called for Council to look at the
composition and responsibilities of the CCU. The CCU now
has seven members (a Council representative, an appointed
citizen and five professionals, including an urban planner).
This diverse group brings a broad range of experience,
opinions and ideas to the table, all in an effort to provide
residents with the most comprehensive services possible.
It is a privilege to be part of this group and process!
Lastly, it should be noted that, before entering into force
and effect, the newly revised urban planning by-laws must
be approved by the Urban Agglomeration of Montreal. In
addition, the zoning and subdivision by-laws are subject to
the holding of a register.
Erin Kennedy, Councillor, District 3
erin.kennedy@town.mount-royal.qc.ca

THE VIRTUES OF A DYNAMIC
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
SECTOR

To maintain its power of attraction, a municipal community must be able to meet the
expectations of its members and, in pace with them, change and adapt to the new realities
that affect it.
While this principle seems obvious, how to apply it is much less so,
as we are not talking about simply adjusting the services that the
municipal entity delivers on its territory but rather supporting the
constant changes in the living environment concerned.
Of course, the more specialized a community model is (think, for
example, of the so-called bedroom suburbs), the more the community
is exposed to the risk of losing relevance. In the preceding example,
the relocation of nearby employment centres could have an effect so
devastating as to turn the community into a ghost town.
Fortunately, due to the foresight of its founders, Town of Mount Royal
has succeeded in achieving an exceptional balance between
two main functions of any developed territory: to harbour and
to generate economic activity. These are essential conditions for
guaranteeing a community’s long-term viability. That they are both
found in our Town owes much to our industrial sector.
Though few people are aware of it, Town of Mount Royal can boast of
more than 20,000 jobs on its territory, a number roughly equivalent
to its population. This ratio places the Town ahead of all the other
municipalities and boroughs on Montreal Island.
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Of course, purely “industrial” activities have nearly vanished and all
the large portion of our territory located west of the A-15 is gradually
migrating toward a more commercial vocation. Despite a few bumps
along the way, this must be seen as indicative of an ability to regenerate
that augurs well for our collective future.
While Carbonleo’s Royalmount Project will naturally have an
extraordinary catalytic impact, we shouldn’t forget that our industrial
sector already has many highly reputed businesses grouped under the
Quartier Design Royalmount banner and is home to players in fields
ranging from high-tech biomedicine to agri-food, manufacturing and
service companies, to name only those.
We can be pleased with the positive results of our administration’s
sustained efforts to spur the revitalization of our industrial sector. I also
want to hail the decisive work of the Town’s Economic Development
Department in this achievement as well as the unflagging involvement
of its director.
Daniel Robert, Councillor, District 6
daniel.robert@town.mount-royal.qc.ca

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR
YOUR MEDICAL IDENTIFICATION
BOOKLET?
The Medical Identification Booklet program provides a safeguard for
seniors in case of emergency. Each member’s medical information
is compiled in a booklet and in a file that is only accessible to Public
Security staff. In addition to a laminated card with their file number,
members also receive a sticker with their file number to place on their
refrigerator. This information will be useful to first responders in the
event of a medical emergency.
Registration for the program has been open at the Recreation Centre
on the first Thursday of every month since March 2, 2017.
Date: The first Thursday of every month
Time: From 10:00 to 11:00
Place: Recreation Centre

Information: Jan Lauer, 514 734-2943

REVIEW OF URBAN
PLANNING BY-LAWS:
LONG LIVE THE GARDEN CITY!

Called on to express their thoughts on the municipality’s urban planning and heritage as part of a major consultation held
in 2014 and 2015, Townies saw the by-law review process reach another important milestone in March.
As far back as the fall of 2015, only a few months after the end of the consultation, Council adopted the revised by-laws governing demolitions and
the Planning Advisory Committee (CCU) to bring them into line with Townies’ concerns. The zoning, construction and subdivision by-laws have
now been added to the list, as well as those governing permits and certificates, the Site Planning and Architectural Integration Program (PIIA),
the comprehensive development programs (PAEs) and the Planning Program. Taken together, these seven last updated by-laws form a complex
and voluminous set of documents that it was appropriate to harmonize.
The revised urban planning by-laws now give
official voice to the aspirations expressed
by Townies during the various steps of the
public consultation, which attracted a large
number of participants at the time. The
by-laws integrate and develop concepts that
were some of the most popular brought up:
improving protection of the Town’s green
spaces, for example, and preserving our
architectural paradigms, in particular by more
strictly managing the size and expansion of
residential buildings.
Other topics, sometimes more specialized
or of a different nature, are also addressed.
For example, the new urban planning
by-laws pave the way for the Bates-Ekers
and Plymouth-Lucerne neighbourhoods to

be better equipped in terms of parks and
other community equipment. They focus
on the commercial vitality of Town centre
through provisions likely to encourage it.
They increase the fines applicable to various
infractions, such as illegal construction, even
raising them to the maximum allowed by
law. The updated by-laws will finally allow
the area alongside Côte-de-Liesse Road to be
densified, freeing the Town to move ahead
with its project to create a buffer between the
highway and most of the single-family homes
on its territory. Parking restrictions near the
highway will also be adjusted accordingly.
The above list is far from exhaustive.
Ultimately, the takeaway from the 2014-2015
consultation is that, like the by-laws that have

stemmed from it, Townies continue to favour
the original vision of Frederick G. Todd, that
of a garden city, which provides both the best
possible urban environment and an oasis of
greenery to its residents. It is a vision that has
lasted more than a hundred years and that the
recent review of the urban planning by-laws
will make it possible to protect for many years
to come.
Note: As required by law, before entering
into force and effect, the new urban planning
by-laws must be approved by the Urban
Agglomeration of Montreal. In addition,
the zoning and subdivision by-laws will
then be subject to the holding of a register.
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THE LIBRARY
CELEBRATES

This year our library is blowing
out 50 candles. Designed by
the then-young Donaldson,
Drummond and Sankey
architecture firm and built in
1967, its roots are firmly anchored
in the centennial of Canadian
confederation, a claim that is both
literally and figuratively true: the
Reginald J. P. Dawson Library was one of the Centennial projects,
which is to say it was one of the thousands of architectural works
that were built under federal programs marking the centennial of
Confederation and that today are found across the country. The
year of its construction was so significant at the time that the Town
insisted the library’s street address be 1967 Graham Boulevard, even
though the building is located on the even-numbered side of the
street. A special dispensation was obtained and the truly odd number
was allowed. Had you noticed?
Born under a lucky star, our library has never stopped excelling. In
the 1980s, it was one of the first municipal libraries to make personal
computers available to its members. Renovated and expanded in
2013, the today continues to attract large numbers of visitors and
remains an exceptional showcase not only for literary works but
also for many other types of culture found in the Town. During the
public consultations on the updating of our cultural policy earlier this
spring, several participants mentioned this role right from the start.
The celebrations marking the library’s 50th anniversary will run from
May 29 to 31. Besides telling the story of this institution, they will
spotlight its cultural vocation.
I am extremely proud that the prestigious Festival Classica, based
in Saint-Lambert, will be coming to Town of Mount Royal for the
occasion. Although the United Church, a stone’s throw from the
library, will be the venue for this concert by Irem Bekter, it is indeed
as part of our festivities that this show inspired by the four corners
of the globe is being brought to you. It will mark the start of our
celebrations and I hope many of you will attend.
In addition, that same weekend—on May 31 to be precise—Town
Council will unveil a new outdoor sculpture at the library, further
enriching public art in the Town. You may remember Megerditch
Tarakdjian, whose magnificent sculptures delighted viewers in the
library’s exhibition hall last August. A major work by this artist
will now welcome visitors to the library, only a few steps from the
Graham Boulevard entrance. The sculpture’s unveiling is meant
for young and old alike and will take the form of a celebration.
There are many other activities in store for you during our
celebrations, including ones for young children, as the library has
always distinguished itself by offering activities to audiences of all
ages. I know how much Townies love their library and I am sure
many of you and your families will come celebrate it with us at
the end of the month.
Ava Couch, Town Manager
townmanager@town.mount-royal.qc.ca
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A SMOKE-FREE
TOWN!

In support of the fight against the devastating effects of smoking,
especially among children and adolescents, new restrictions took
effect on November 26, 2016. The use of tobacco and electronic
cigarettes is now banned within nine metres of any door, air intake
or window connected to a municipal building. This measure is in
addition to the ones that have been in effect since the spring of 2016
under the Tobacco Control Act.
With the arrival of warm weather, it is important to remember that smoking
and vaping is not allowed in many Town parks due to the presence of
playground equipment, swimming and wading pools, water games and
other facilities used by minors:
• Mohawk
• Dakin
• Connaught
• Danyluk
• Darling
• Schofield

• Kindersley
• Hamilton
• Décarie
• Thibodeau
• Gundy
• Jubien

Under the provisions of the act, anyone who smokes in a place where
smoking is banned is liable to a fine of $250 to $1,500.

BON FOOD,
BAD FOOD
Last February, Mount Royal struck a blow against junk food by
improving the foods on offer at its snack bars and in publicly
accessible vending machines. From now on, the Town is
ensuring that at least 50% of the snacks and beverages available
at the Recreation Centre, Youth Centre, arena, Mohawk Park
and outdoor pool will be healthy choices. The new approach
will also apply to the foods offered at festivals, beginning with
this June’s Summerfest.
Specifically, this Council initiative signaled the end of soft
drinks and candy vending machines in municipal facilities
since last winter. However, it also goes further by ensuring
that, as a rule, food with high sugar, salt or trans fat content
will be available less often and in fewer forms than in the past.
For their part, taurine- and caffeine-based energy drinks will
continue to be banned.
It is mainly young people that Council hopes to reach by opting
for healthier foods in municipal buildings and at special events.
That said, we also appreciate that, when people eat healthier
food, especially when they also engage in physical activity,
the Town’s entire population benefits.
On the picture: Michelle Setlakwe, Councillor of District No. 5
and spokeperson of the project

SUMMER CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
> Saturday, May 27

MOUNT ROYAL CELEBRATES
CONCERT SERIES

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
From 9:00 to 13:00 at the arena (1050 Dunkirk)

This summer, Connaught Park will come alive with a range of
musical sounds from rock to the blues, promising a lively show
every time. Save your Thursday evenings through July and
August! The concert series will take place at Connaught Park,
starting at 19:00. In case of rain, shows will be relocated to
Town Hall (90 Roosevelt Ave.). Admission is free. Bring your
own lawn chairs.

> Sunday, May 28
FAMILY BIKE TOUR
Registration starts at 9:00 in front of Town Hall
(90 Roosevelt Ave.); departure at 10:00
The event will be held rain or shine.

> Sunday, June 25

> July 6

VINTAGE CAR EXHIBIT AND BREAKFAST
IN THE PARK

REBOUND

Be it rock, dance or disco, Rebound shifts from one musical style
to the next, never compromising on stage presence.

From 9:30 to 16:30 at Connaught Park
In case of rain, the activity will be rescheduled for
Sunday, July 2.

> July 13
THE WANDERERS

> Wednesday, June 28

Dive into Bavarian culture with a musical group that takes on
yodeling with unique energy.

SUMMERFEST
From 17:30 to 22:00 at Danyluk Park

> July 20

> Thursday, July 27

BLUES DELIGHT

SHAKESPEARE-IN-THE-PARK PRESENTS
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

This lively event features five seasoned blues musicians eager to
dazzle you with the pentatonic scale popularized by the genre at
the beginning of the 20th century.

19:00 at Connaught Park (In English)

> August 3

> Tuesday, August 1
LE MANOIR MAGIQUE, A CHILDREN’S FILM
Presented in collaboration with the Conseil des arts
de Montréal at 19:00 at Connaught Park (In French)

POCKETFUL OF SOUL

Relive the ’60s and experience the greatest hits from top record
labels such as Motown, Stax and Atlantic. Pocketful of Soul
guarantees a vibrant show brimming with soul and R&B.

> August 10

> Wednesday, August 9
TROLLS, A FILM FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Presented by Virgin Radio at 19:00 at Connaught Park
as part of Movies in the Park (In English)

REPLAY

Experience the power of Beatlemania through the band Replay,
as they revive the British band’s best-known hits.

Visit town.mount-royal.qc.ca for more information about our summer events!

PROJET NUMÉRO
INCREASES THE ODDS OF
FINDING STOLEN BIKES

Offered by the Service de police de la
Ville de Montréal (SPVM), Projet Numéro
is a bicycle identification program that
includes an anti-theft marking service. The
bicycle owner is assigned an ID number,
which is engraved on the bicycle, making
it easier to trace the bike if stolen. An ID
document is also made available to program
participants so they can note down and save
any information that might be useful to the
police in the event of theft (brand, model,
serial number, etc.).
For more information about Projet Numéro,
call neighbourhood police station 24 at
514 280-0124.

NEW
PLAYGROUND
EQUIPMENT
FOR KIDS

New playground equipment was installed in various public spaces
last year, most notably Darling and Danyluk parks. As the former
equipment had become antiquated, the Town replaced it with new
modules to provide modern and safe play spaces for young Townies.
With summer just around the corner, many youngsters will be able
to make excellent use of this colourful and fun new equipment.
On the picture: Councillors Erin Kennedy and Michelle Setlakwe with
Mayor Philippe Roy
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THE ANNUAL TOWNIES OF
NOTE MERIT AWARDS
are back for a second edition

Following the success of last year’s first edition,
which recognized the remarkable contributions of
six residents and local business people to the quality
of the living environment, the annual Townies of Note
merit awards are back for a second year. Celebrating
citizen engagement and community spirit, the initiative
spotlights the dedication of deserving Townies,
the idea being to inspire others.
In 2016, five trophies in four recognition categories were awarded.
The honourees were:
• Maya Chammas, a young woman whose initiatives promote
healthy lifestyle habits and a positive body image;
• Jean Duchesneau, a businessman and supporter of many
causes, in particular the Quebec Society for Disabled Children;
• Katrine Paradis, who has seen her lemonade stands grow
to the point that they are now one of the flagship events
of the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation;
• Joint winners John Lewis, the former owner of McKenna
Fleuriste de la Ville, for his many decades of service to the
community, and the couple Daniel Noiseux and
Carole Anne Auger, who run the La Pizzaiolle chain,
whose Mount Royal restaurant shows a remarkable
sensitivity for local heritage.

WHO WILL BE THE 2017
TOWNIES OF NOTE?
ACHIEVEMENT
merit award

Person (athlete, artist, scientist, politician, business
person, etc.) who has distinguished him/herself in
his/her field and raised Town of Mount Royal’s profile
outside the Town.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
merit award

Person who has made a significant contribution to
community development in the Town.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
merit award

Person who has made a significant contribution
to the Town’s economic development.

EMERGING GENERATION
merit award

Young person (under 25) who has distinguished
him/herself locally.

Nominations must be submitted on paper by Monday, June 5, 2017. To be considered, the nomination must be submitted
by a person other than the nominee and have five supporting signatures. All nominations will be studied by the selection committee.
The nomination form and complete details regarding the evaluation criteria can be downloaded from the Town’s website at
town.mount-royal.qc.ca or picked up at Town Hall, located at 90 Roosevelt Avenue.

From left to right: Jean-Philippe Caron, Régine Lecours-Angers, Katrine Paradis, Mayor Philippe Roy, Carole Ann Auger, John Lewis,
Jean Duchesneau and Maya Chammas
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A NEW CULTURAL POLICY
TO SUIT OUR TOWN

Following a process of significant re-examination that lasted
close to a year, Mount Royal has developed a new cultural policy
that combines past accomplishments with a bright vision of
the future. This new policy puts particular emphasis on such
achievements as the expansion of our public art collection,
the use of new media to promote activities and the increase
in events, writer’s talks and workshops on offer at the library,
while measuring these recent achievements against the
challenges we will face in the coming years.
In collaboration with Thérèse David, a consultant with Culture
pour tous, the Town’s administration established a committee
whose mandate would be to overhaul the cultural policy that
had been in place for almost a decade. To fuel this cultural
self-examination process, we invited several local organizations
and other members of the cultural community to weigh in on
the issue. Residents were able to voice their opinions through a
range of channels. Among these, a public meeting was held last
March, which focused in particular on showcasing our heritage,
promoting the arts and fostering local cultural interests.

To be launched on May 31

HORIZON:

WORKS OF ART SELECTED
FROM THE TOWN OF MOUNT
ROYAL PUBLIC COLLECTION

To encourage an open dialogue and a more accessible line of
communication, an online survey was also launched through
the Town’s website, giving Townies the opportunity to expand
on their thoughts and share their perspectives. When all was
said and done, nearly one hundred people had weighed in
on the cultural issues specific to our community.
In updating our cultural policy, the Town asserts its
commitment to the accessibility and promotion of cultural
activities, to showcasing our cultural and historical heritage,
and to strengthening connections with members of the cultural
community. Our future actions in the development and
affirmation of Mount Royal’s cultural identity will be based on
sector-by-sector objectives and resources.
The latest iteration of Mount Royal’s cultural policy will be
presented on May 31, 2017 as part of the Reginald J. P. Dawson
Library’s 50th anniversary celebrations. Printed copies will
be available at Town Hall (90 Roosevelt Ave.) following the
presentation. A digital version will also be available at
town.mount-royal.qc.ca.

Meeting once a month each winter, a dozen grade-six
students learn about municipal democracy under
the guidance of mayor Philippe Roy. Elected by the
student bodies of the Town’s primary schools, the
young people form the Townschool Council and,
together, work on a project that will have a positive
impact on the community.
Two recent iterations of the Townschool Council promoted urban
beekeeping and masterminded the creation of an impressive mural in
Town centre. The latest iteration of the council—the fifth—focused on
the Town’s collection of art works. While little-known and somewhat
scattered around the Town, the collection contains a number of quality
works, some of them by renowned artists, including Léon Bellefleur,
John Little and Armand Tatossian, to name only those. Some works
are on display in the Elizabeth Salon in Town Hall, where Town
Council meetings are held, while others adorn the walls of the library,
for example. But never have people been able to admire the collection
in a single place.
With that in mind, the Townschool Council collaborated on preparing
a catalogue that presents the most significant works in the Town’s
public collection. Bringing together sculptures, paintings and
drawings, the catalogue features 41 indoor and outdoor works by
28 artists.
The catalogue will be launched on May 31, 2017, concurrently with
the Reginald J. P. Dawson Library’s 50th anniversary and the release of
the Town’s new cultural policy. Copies will subsequently be available
free of charge at Town Hall, the Library and the Recreation Centre
during regular opening hours. The catalogue will also incorporate a
pocket in which information sheets published when new works are
TAMARA ZAKON
acquired by or donated to the Town in the future can be stored.
Les gardiens - (aquarelle)
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The Reginald J. P. Dawson Library:

2017

A 50-YEAR HISTORY

On May 31, the Reginald J. P. Dawson Library will celebrate its 50th year. Over five decades, the library
has evolved, adapting to new times and technologies, while always remaining in the service of its users.
The Town’s first library was founded in the early 1950s, thanks
to the efforts of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, who took it
upon themselves to collect book donations. The donor-funded
and volunteer-run library set up shop inside the Public Security
Department building on October 15, 1953. A few years later, in 1959,
the library became a municipal service, fully funded by the Town
of Mount Royal. In 1965, a municipal committee was established
to submit to Town Council a report on the construction of a
dedicated building. The Mayor, Reginald John Partridge Dawson,
and his Council felt that such a building would be a fitting tribute to
Canada’s 1967 centennial celebrations. The project was approved
and the library established itself in its new home on May 31 of that
same year.
The building, which earned a prize for its architecture, offered
highly innovative services for its time. The vast interior was an ideal
space for residents to work and read. The children’s section, which
had plenty of natural light thanks to the cours anglaises as well
as an eye-catching activity room, was also quite ahead of its time,
welcoming children for activities and story time. The library also
set up a music section, with on-site listening stations and a wide
selection of albums. In 1973, a film collection was added, along with
a projector that users could borrow. These audiovisual services,
which were a novelty at the time, proved extremely popular.
Over the years, the library has worked hard to keep its services
up to date. From the 1980s onward, computers equipped with

Coming Soon
to the Library...

A WORD MURAL

educational games were installed in the children’s section. These
computers were replaced in the 1990s with workstations that
offered internet and email access to users, along with a range of
software. Films were eventually replaced by videotapes, which in
turn were replaced by DVDs. CDs replaced LPs, and computerized
databases replaced microfilm. Wireless internet access was made
available in September 2007, and most recently, e-books have been
making their way into the library’s ever-expanding collection.
Although the library’s architecture ensured that it would age well,
space started to become an issue at the end of the 1980s. Due to
the library’s great success, its ever-expanding French-language
collection and the gradual integration of new technologies,
expanding the library became a necessary next step. The challenge
was to add a new wing to create a more spacious library that would
meet the changing needs of the 21st century, while still preserving
the heritage of the existing building. So, on April 22, 2013, a new
expanded library opened its doors.
The expansion project restored the original building to its former
splendour while adding a new section that was both impressive
and functional. Combining comfort and modern style, each of the
various zones, all filled with natural light, meet a specific need: quiet
spaces for study, activity spaces for gathering and exchange, a play
area for younger children, an exhibition hall and an art wall. The
library is more popular now than ever before, and has become
a third place for Townies.

Later this year, the youth section of Reginald J. P. Dawson Library will be home to a mural
made entirely of words. The mural will be painted in the courtyard next to Graham Boulevard,
between now and the fall, in collaboration with MU, a specialized organization that also oversaw
the creation of the huge mural at 1757 Graham Boulevard in 2015. That mural, entitled //\\//\\,
was created by artist Ilana Pichon; the new mural will be designed and created by the collective
Les Hommes de lettres (lhdl.ca).

The new mural, which won’t be visible from the street, will be a great addition to a space that is, thus far, mainly concrete. The courtyard is used in
the summer for various youth activities, as it can be accessed directly from inside the library, but it has not yet been decorated in any way, other than
with flowers that are planted each year.
From now until the mural is completed, young people from the Town of Mount Royal and their parents are invited to come to the youth section of
the library (1967 Graham Boulevard, in the basement) and write words inspired by questions left by the librarians. The material collected will be the
basis for the mural’s design. A special activity related to the mural will take place on May 30th, also during the library’s 50th anniversary celebrations.
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50
Anniversary
of the Reginald J. P. Dawson Library
th

Celebrating the
> Monday, May 29

> Wednesday, May 31

FESTIVAL CLASSICA TO STOP IN THE TOWN
OF MOUNT ROYAL

A CULTURE-DRIVEN 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Festival Classica, which branched out from Saint-Lambert in its
second year, will stop in the Town of Mount Royal on Monday,
May 29. Vertige en 4 temps, a concert featuring artist Irem Bekter,
will transport you to Istanbul, London, and Buenos Aires, and back
to Montréal though a rhythmic combination of jazz, Argentine tango,
traditional Turkish music, Western beats, and songs from right here
in Quebec.
When: Monday, May 29, at 19:30
Where: Mount Royal United Church
(1800 Graham Boulevard, Town of Mount Royal)
Tickets are on sale at festivalclassica.com for $32 each
(taxes and service fees included).

Reginald J. P. Dawson Library will round off the celebrations of its
50th anniversary on Wednesday, May 31. A new version of the cultural
policy of the Town of Mount Royal will be presented at the event. This
valuable tool will guide the development and trajectory of the Town’s
cultural sphere for years to come. The Town will also unveil a major
addition to its public art collection: a sculpture welcoming readers
at the building’s entrance. In addition, the Town has collaborated
with the members of the 5th cohort of the Townschool Council to
create a catalogue to provide more information about the most
significant pieces in the Town’s art collection, both inside municipal
buildings and in outdoor public spaces. You can browse through the
pages of this catalogue and receive a free copy during this wonderful
celebration of culture.

> Tuesday, May 30

When: Wednesday, May 31, from 17:00 to 19:00
Where: Library exhibition hall (1967 Graham Boulevard)

MEET LES HOMMES DE LETTRES AT THE
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

AWESOME FUN WITH DAWSON!

One of the Reginald J. P. Dawson Library courtyards will soon be
decorated with calligraphic art. To reflect the library’s young readers
in the mural, the library is inviting kids to share the names of their
favourite books and authors, and—why not!—inspiring quotes from their
favourite comics. Readers can listen to percussionist Kattam as they
write their suggestions on the walls and windows of the courtyard with
the chalk and pencils provided. Artists from the Les Hommes de lettres
collective will then use these ideas as inspiration for their word mural.

There will also be festivities for the library’s 50th anniversary in the
children’s section of the library on May 31st. Join us for magic, crafts
for kids, mini-robot building for teens, snacks, juice and plenty of fun
as we celebrate the library’s 50th anniversary.
When: Wednesday, May 31, from 16:00 to 19:00
Where: Youth section of the library (1967 Graham Boulevard)

When: Tuesday, May 30, at 17:00
Where: Youth section of the library (1967 Graham Boulevard)

DON’T MISS OUT! JUNE 17TH WILL BE A DAY TO REMEMBER
at Reginald J. P. Dawson Library.
Registration for the 2017 TD Summer Reading Club opens on Saturday,
June 17. Reginald J. P. Dawson Library is inviting you to take part in a
variety of activities it is holding that day as part of its 50th anniversary
celebrations.
A giant used book sale will take place in the exhibition hall from 10:00 to
16:30. The funds collected will go toward purchasing books to be donated
to the Literacy Foundation for its annual new book drive benefiting The
Gift of Reading program.
David Chavez, a caricaturist from Clic Événements, will be drawing
portraits of library members in the lobby from 11:00 to 15:00.
This will be a fun event for children and adults alike!
Finally, a small, but important event for the library’s 50th anniversary
will take place at 14:00 with Jacques Goldstyn, the author, illustrator,
and comic book artist from the Town of Mount Royal, who will
present his work to children and adults registered for the activity.
Jacques Goldstyn has been an invaluable partner to the library, having
created many of our illustrations, including the 50th anniversary logo
and the drawing of our mascot, Ulysses.

Information: 514 734-2967 (adult section)
or 514 734-2973 (youth section)

Jacques Goldstyn, author, illustrator and comic book artist from TMR

WITHOUT A DOUBT, JUNE 17TH WILL BE
A FUN DAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY, SO DON’T
FORGET TO ADD IT TO YOUR CALENDAR!
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Galery

ArtMontRoyal (TRAM)
WATERCOLOUR, PHOTOGRAPHY,
ACRYLIC AND SCULPTURE

TAMARA ZAKON

ANDRÉE DE SÈVE

Les gardiens - (watercolour)

Chevaleresque - (watercolour)

GHISLAINE CIANCULLI
Chevauchée - (acrylic)

ELISABETH DANDAVINO

MONIQUE DESJARDINS

Magic circus (embroidery Louise Grenier)

L’heure exquise - (watercolour)

GAUDRY SENI
Sans titre 3- (mixed media)

Visit artmontroyal.org to learn more about their activities!

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR TOWN
Facebook.com/
townofmountroyal

Register any time, night or day at
town.mount-royal.qc.ca

Pinterest.com/
bibliovmr

town.mount-royal.qc.ca
info@town.mount-royal.qc.ca

govillemo.ca
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Instagram @vmr_tmr
We love your photo, we share it!
Use #tmr

